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Queensland Homelessness Working Group 
 
Our research on economic modelling and statistics relating to homelessness: 
 
 The annual cost to government revenue as a result of homelessness 

is estimated to be in Queensland: 
 

2023-24:  $331.9 Million  
 
https://cabinet.qld.gov.au/documents/2022/Mar/PCR
evNHHA/Attachments/Submission.PDF  

 
 
 Noosa is ranked 4th highest for rates and rental stress in Queensland. 

 
 The social impact of homelessness can; lead to increased 

vulnerability, social isolation, and mental health challenges for those 
experiencing it. Families may be disrupted, and individuals may face 
stigma and discrimination.  

 
 Homelessness also strains social services and community resources, 

impacting overall social cohesion.  
 
 Addressing homelessness not only improves individual well-being but 

also fosters a more compassionate and supportive society.  
 
 A feeling of ‘hopelessness’ often overcomes those experiencing 

homelessness, which can lead to chronic depression and other 
mental conditions.   

 
 Our basic human needs are known as; the need… 

 To feel safe and secure  
 To feel important  
 To be understood 
 To feel good about themselves  
 To be appreciated 
 To be in control  
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 Areas of cost that can be offset by investments in homelessness 

prevention and supportive accommodation programs are: 
 

 Healthcare  
 Emergency services  
 Social assistance  
 Law enforcement 
 Shelter services 

 
 Stable housing can also help create better mental and physical health 

outcomes, reducing the burden on healthcare systems, contributing 
to increased workforce productivity and eventual tax revenue.  

 
 The economic benefit of ‘prevention’ strategies for homelessness, 

can positively impact public spending, by reducing the cost burden 
upon;  

 emergency services,  
 healthcare,  
 criminal justice,  
 administration and maintenance of public facilities 

.  
Addressing homelessness in our community, must now be considered the 
responsibility of the people. Council & Government role is to get out of the 
way, stop creating obstacles, and provide whatever support the 
community genuinely needs to fix the issues.                   

 
Andrea Newland. 

 
 
 

. 
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1. Background 
 

By December 2023, several phone conversations between Camillo Primavera (QHWG) and 
Marc Levy, Queensland Government Executive Director of Infrastructure Investment, 
(presiding over the Qld Department of Employment, Small Business, Training and Youth 
Justice), had taken place over several months in relation to acquiring the use of the 
abandoned land and buildings for  QHWG to coordinate homeless services and assist 
homeless people with accommodation.  

1.1. Email communicaƟon with DESBT October 2023    
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The concept the QHWG had proposed was the CommunityVillage.com.au model which had 
been described in detail to Marc Levy and his colleague ‘Jeff’ in another department. Marc 
Levy had stated that the TAFE site was being held up by Native Title interests and indicated 
his inability to assist QHWG was because he did not know who was involved in the claim on 
the TAFE site. 

The QHWG participants at the time were connecting with local Kabi Kabi and Undumbi 
sovereign elders (non-corporate first nations peoples) and offered to provide a First Nations 
contact to assist negotiations with accessing the TAFE site.  There was no follow up 
communication from the Govt Department after Camillo had provided the contact details of 
‘Aunty Bucky’ as a suitable contact. 

Within a short time afterwards, Kabi Kabi Sovereign Elders including “Aunty Bucky Dha’khan 
Tuk’ku” had undertaken a First Nations Self Determination Notice consistent with UNDRIP 
(United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples), and operating under 
Grandmother’s Lore. The Notice had already 
been issued to many Government Departments, 
Political figures, Courts, Councils and Police, 
around Australia with over seventy participating 
Sovereign Tribes as signatories. (a separate copy 
of this document is attached to this report)  

After learning of the plight of the Tewantin TAFE site, and the intention of QHWG to utilise 
the abandoned space to create a solution for homeless people on the Sunshine Coast, Aunty 
Bucky, along with other Kabi Kabi Sovereign Elders offered their support for the project. Since 
the TAFE is situated on Kabi Kabi sacred lands, and the Government had abandoned care of 
the site, a Sovereign Indigenous Peoples Caretakers Notice was prepared and served upon 
Marc Levy by registered post 23 December 2023 via QHWG.  A copy of the Self Determination 
document under Grandmothers Lore was also contained in the documents served to Marc 
Levy and his department at the same time.     

Communication from Marc Levy or his department had ceased in relation to furthering 
negotiations for the use of the abandoned land, so the letter sent by QHWG referred the 
matter to the custodial jurisdiction under the Kabi Kabi sovereign Caretakers Notice.  
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1.2. Caretakers NoƟce to Qld Government December 2023 
 

 

May 15, 2024 
Mr Marc Levy 
ExecuƟve Director Infrastructure Investment 
Level 12, 85 George Street,  
Brisbane QLD 4000 
 

(By Registered Mail)  

Re: Abandoned TewanƟn T.A.F.E. site, Official Lore NoƟce, and Kabi Kabi Peoples 
Caretaker NoƟce 

Dear Marc, 
 
I write in furtherance to our discussion with yourself and Jeff over the land at 24 Cooroy 
Noosa Rd, Tewantin Qld, as land that is suited for emergency and short-term 
accommodation support for people and families who are gripped by the homeless crisis 
in the region.  
 
Since we last communicated, I have now connected with and spoken to Aunty Bucky 
Dha’kahan Tuk’ku, Senior Elder and Mar’ron of the tribe Kabi Kabi, who has the sole 
authority over this land, and as such controls access to the land under tribal lore of the 
Kabi Kabi people. For your records I enclose a copy of the Grandmother Lore 
document given to me by Aunty Bucky, which I understand has been recently served 
on all administrations of government, Federal, State and Local.  
 
In accordance with that authority please refer to the enclosed copy of the four page 
‘Notice of Appointment as Caretakers’ duly signed by Aunty Bucky and witnessed by 
two registered Commonwealth Public Officers and Notary, who’s details are also 
entered upon the document.  
 
While we are appreciative of your support for our initiative towards helping to solve the 
homelessness crisis, it is clear that the only authority over this land is Aunty Bucky, 
and therefore we will be continuing our discussions as to the use of the property in 
question with Aunty Bucky. That said, we are mindful of your department’s support for 
assisting the homeless and look forward to any further discussions that may assist the 
relationship in this direction.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you in due course, 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 
Camillo Primavera 
Phone: 0409 644710 
 
 

Enclosures: Official Lore Notice and Notice of Appointment as Caretakers, 
Certificate of Mailing 
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Having officially advised the Government, “traditional owners”, the Kabi Kabi tribe assumed 
responsibility as Caretakers of the abandoned Tewantin TAFE site, and offered their support 
to QHWG to help address the homeless crisis.  This humanitarian crisis in our own backyard, 
which still remains unabated, was the driver for QHWG activities, and the 
CommunityVillage.com.au project was seen as the ideal use of the TAFE site.   

Community Village webpages 
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1.3. Kabi Kabi Sovereign Peoples Caretakers NoƟce  
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2. Community comes together to help the homeless 
Over the Christmas 2023 break, preparaƟons were made for the Kabi Kabi and the community 
to come together by holding a working bee to clean up the TAFE site and prepare the grounds 
for temporary use by people living in cars, tents and vans. Public noƟces advising of the Kabi 
Kabi Caretaker appointment and proposed clean up day, were posted at the TAFE site entry, 
around the grounds and eventually on social media locally.   

2.1.   Public NoƟce of Caretakers Appointment 

  

 

2.2. Clean Up Day 

Entry to the TAFE site was unrestricted as the site was used regularly during the day by 
residents walking their dog, parents with children riding bikes, and people enjoying the 
calmness within the TAFE site for recreaƟonal purposes. However, at night, the site 
became a playground for vandals and regularly aƩracted youth from further afield. The 
buildings were extensively damaged and graffiƟ covered every external wall within 
standing height. The ground was strewn with glass, metal and debris from the destrucƟon 
that had taken place from within and outside the buildings.    

On Friday, the fiŌh of January 2024, people from Noosa and across the Sunshine Coast got 
the message and flocked to the TewanƟn TAFE site expecƟng to pitch in and volunteer to 
assist the clean up on the TAFE grounds.  There was no way to know how many would 
aƩend, but there was a constant flow of people arriving and reƟring throughout the day 
between 8.30am and 3.00pm. Best esƟmates would suggest between 50 and 60 people 
helped out on the day.  
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2.3. PoliƟcal InƟmidaƟon Couldn’t Stop the Working Bee 

At 9.00am when the 30 or more volunteers gathered inside the TAFE grounds in readiness, 
local Noosa MP Sandra Bolton arrived with the Police, her media team, faithful husband 
and local leftist reporter ‘Phil Jarrett’ from the free “Noosa Today” newspaper.  

The MP aƩempted to stop the working bee by suggesƟng members of the public were 
trespassing on public land. When the accusation was rebutted by the Kabi Kabi Elders, the 
attending Noosa Police representative gave consent for the public attendance but not 
without declaring the inside of buildings as “off limits”.  

There was a swift withdrawal by police, while MP Bolton sought to argue with Kabi Kabi 
Sovereign Elders and display ignorance overlayed with cultural insensitivity that offended 
everyone, including the indigenous 
members of the community attending.   

It was clear the MP was abusing her 
powers in an attempt to disrupt and 
prevent the cleanup from proceeding. 
She did not relate to the community and 
her manner was seen as disingenuous by 
many of the volunteers that witnessed 
the ‘spectacle’.  

The media team attached to MP Bolton 
comprised a photographer and two 
reporters, one aligned with the Sunshine 
Coast Daily, yet both working for Noosa 
Today weekly newspaper. What played 
out was an attack by media; the 
photographer was profiling each of the 
volunteers taking photos of their faces, 
while the reporters were eavesdropping 
on conversations separate from the MP’s 
selfish performance. After failing to 
prevent the working bee from proceeding, the MP and her entourage departed the TAFE 
site and the clean-up got underway.     

What played out on local Facebook community pages and in the Noosa Today newspaper 
the following week, was a coordinated “hatchet job” on the community event organized 
to assist the homeless.  It became obvious any suggested use for the TAFE site that was 
not controlled by MP Bolton would not be tolerated.  
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2.4. Before and AŌer the Clean-up 
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2.5. Government Department ManipulaƟon and PoliƟcal Coverup 

In lock-step with the narraƟve of the local MP, an email was received from the AssisƟng 
ExecuƟve Director of Infrastructure Investment aŌer the close of business on Friday 5 
January 2024. The email made false claims and threats that could only have been 
perpetuated by MP Bolton. This email was telling of the Government’s posiƟon in contrast 
to a previously supporƟve dialogue. It suggested the Noosa MP was manipulaƟng from 
behind the scenes and appeared to be covering something up.   (Refer to QHWG’s 
response to the email below in the following secƟons) 
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2.6. Public Locked Out of the TAFE Site AŌer the Clean Up 

Q-Build, Government housing maintenance department representaƟves were onsite 
the day of the working bee and spoke encouragingly of the campaign to clean up the 
site. But the following day, their direcƟons were to lock the public out and prevent 
further access.  

The site was occupied by a lone security guard in the weeks aŌerwards. They 
permiƩed local walkers through the site, but they were told by police that a 
“dangerous religious group” want to take over the site, with instrucƟons “not to mess 
them them” and to call the police if they should try and enter. What hope have the 
homeless got when poliƟcal power dictates such distain upon the community. Even a 
small town such as Noosa appears to be under the spell of a tyrannical syndicate of 
rouge public servants.      

 

ErecƟng Fencing: TewanƟn TAFE entry blocked in the days following the community clean up. 
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2.7. Malicious RetribuƟon by an Elected Government RepresentaƟve 
The ensuing social media posts from MP Bolton and her paid supporters, was 
relentless for about two weeks following the clean-up day at the TAFE site and 
demonstrated a blatant disregard for the homeless crisis in the region.  

  

 

January 5 at 9:18 PM 
Bolton Facebook page 
 
DECOMMISSIONED TEWANTIN TAFE UPDATE – Thank you to all who have contacted me 
with concerns regarding the events that occurred at the decommissioned TAFE site today. In 
summary, after being alerted yesterday to a Facebook post from an organisation called 
Community Villages asking for volunteers to clean up the site for homelessness, I immediately 
contacted the relevant state government departments as to what was occurring. They advised 
they had no knowledge of, nor had authorised any group to enter the site, and reiterated again as 
they had to previous requests over the last 5 years that the site is totally unsuitable for 
accommodation due to its safety issues and high fire risk.  
 
As I responded to Facebook comments, I would be in attendance to find out who had organised 
and answer any questions regarding the history of the site, its ongoing status of waiting for 
Native Title determinations to be completed before works could commence, and around anyone 
experiencing homelessness. Sadly, there was no interest in any of the facts, and most attendees 
appeared to have no interest or knowledge of any aspect involved, were not from our 
community, nor had been in any contact with anyone that works with residents experiencing 
homelessness, or even residents themselves.  
 
Instead, the intent of today’s activity appears to be a sovereign claim to the site, which is in 
opposition to the recognised processes utilised under Australian law. As the MP for Noosa, I will 
fight any efforts to further divide our community or delay this site being reinvigorated for the 
benefit of our community. As I did in relation to the Cooloola Great Walk, I requested that 
sovereign Kabi sit down with recognised Kabi claimants and sort their differences. Having 
always respected efforts by our first Australians, seeing our laws and processes being totally 
disregarded by this group was deeply disappointing and saddening, and does not engender an 
environment to work together for the future.  
 
The organisation that appears to have initiated actions including reportedly breaking into the site, 
have been advised today by state government as the legal owner on behalf of our community and 
Queenslanders, that they consider their actions to be unlawful and require this group, its 
members and volunteers immediately to cease trespassing on the premises. Further, the unlawful 
activity on the site poses a significant safety risk, and that breaking into unsafe, closed sites is 
not an acceptable or lawful solution to homelessness, and any further unlawful activities will not 
be tolerated. 
 
The organisers of today need to be transparent in their intent to all as understandably there are 
questions surrounding the credibility and legitimacy of the endeavours and the organisations 
which do not appear to have any history, nor contact details, and have not been involved in any 
efforts with this community, nor sought information from our people. The rationale given 
regarding the events of the past and the opposition to the efforts of the majority of First Nations 
people who work within our current legislative framework to create a future together is not a 
valid excuse for the harassment and personal attacks experienced, however I thank those who 
interjected in efforts to return to a respectful discussion.  
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2.8. Media IniƟates a Divisive Campaign TargeƟng Kabi Kabi Elders 
 

 

“Why are you trying to stop the 
public from trying to do 

something to help homeless. 
Why wouldn’t you support a 
clean up of the land, what 

harm is there in that?  Why did 
you direct media to report false 

information about the 
community volunteers, when in 

fact they had permission to 
enter upon the land from the 
rightful Caretakers. Not that 
they even needed permission 
considering the land is public 

property and locals have been 
walking their dogs through 

there daily. You true intentions 
have been exposed Sandra 

Bolton, and they clearly do not 
include working with 

community or providing long 
term solutions for reducing or 

preventing homelessness.” 
 

 

 

“Do you have a real 
estate license since you 

are acting as the 
intermediary to the 

Government and third 
party interests in 

relation to the TAFE 
site?  Are you even 

aware of the laws you 
are breaking? Please 
resign and spare tax 

payers the cost of 
another political inquiry 

into your corrupt 
affairs.” 
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3. Defending Against CorrupƟon 
The following letter was addressed and registered mail to “Dou Ribu” as Assistant Executive 
Director of Infrastructure. QHWG were forced to respond with a detailed eight-page letter in 
reply. To date, no response has been received from Qld Government or its departments.  
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Pages 6 and 8 combined on one page 
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4. QHWG Mission & Vision Statements 
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